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The Need for Renewable EnergyThe Need for Renewable Energy

• To prevent catastrophic warming we need 
to reduce CO2 emissions by 80-90% by 
2050

• Reduces the health care costs associated 
with traditional energy sources

• Creates employment in both 
manufacturing and service economies

http://www.awea.org/faq



Wind Power in the USWind Power in the US

• Currently, 6,740 MWh used by 1.6 million 
households (4.3 million people)

• Wind energy receives less than 1% of 
federal subsidies

http://www.crest.org/articles/static/1/binaries/wind%20issue%20brief_FINAL.pdf

http://www.ifnotwind.org/pdf/Subsidy_10-6-06.pdf



US PotentialUS Potential

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/US_wind_power_map.png


Wind Power in MassachusettsWind Power in Massachusetts

• Ranks 25th out of 30 states for installed 
wind capacity

• Installed 4 MWh, with 519 planned
• Potential capacity of 2,880 MWh

http://www.awea.org/projects/massachusetts.html



Currently installed wind powerCurrently installed wind power



Potential Capacity in MAPotential Capacity in MA

Massachusetts State Plane, data from Wind Powering America and MassGIS
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